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Mass rearing of edible cricket (Modicogryllus confirmata Walker)
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Abstract

A comparison of five diets for mass rearing of cricket Modicogryllus confirmata Walker
was performed under room temperature. Diets tested were 1) crowfoot grass (Dactyloctenium
aegyptium (L.) P.B. + chick diet 2) crowfoot grass 3) chick diet 4) fish diet and 5) crowfoot
grass + fish diet. The results showed that crowfoot grass + fish diet was the best diet for M.
confirmata in terms of adult weight (836.08 mg. and 881.33 mg) in male and female,
respectively shortest nymphal duration of 67.45 days, and highest survival rate (77.50 %). The
fecundity of female cricket reared on crowfoot grass + chick diet was the highest but not
statistically significant difference compared to either the one reared on crowfoot grass + fish diet

or chick diet alone. Ingestion and approximately digestibility value of early eight-instar nymph of
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M.confirmata reared on crowfoot grass + fish diet progressively increased according to the age

of cricket during this instar. The amount of food consumed starting from the beginning thru the

late of eight-instar nymph ranged from 28.00-129.40 mg. and 28.00-134.40 mg. in male and

female, respectively. Digestibility efficacy of male and female ranged from 19-82% and 23-80%,

respectively. The amount of food given to 1,000 of eight-instar nymph was also recommended.
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